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By 
Francie Healy

Paul Denys works with his hanDs, 
but he thinks like an artist. 
   His skills are impressive: he’s a master 
carpenter, award-winning designer-
renovator and owner of Denys Builds 
Designs. His great love is restoration. 
   He is especially enthused by the mar-
riage of past with present: heritage with 
technology.
   And so, when Jean Claude Bergeron 
of Ottawa approached him about restor-
ing a unique two-storey porch on his St. 
Patrick Street house to the 1898 original, 
he must have known he was talking to the 
right person for the job.
   The thing is, the porch was way beyond 
“restoration”. It was nothing but a ghost. 
   It had been removed sometime in the 
mid 1900s; the magnificent wood carv-
ings were replaced with wrought iron. 
There was nothing left of the original. It 
had to be re-created from scratch. 
   There was, thankfully, a photo of the 
ghost: a clear, detailed black and white 
photo taken about 100 years ago by 
W. Charron (460 Sussex St., Ottawa), 
likely with an old-fashioned large-format 
“view” camera.

…

Beautiful ghost  comes to life

Present Day Photos
Gordon King
Gordon King Photography

continued on next page
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595 West Hunt Club Road, Ottawa, ON
www.stoolhouse.com  613.224.7200

• Kitchen & 
 Bar Stools

• Bistro Tables 
 Chairs

• Casual Dining

   If it were not for the photo, no one 
would remember exactly what the porch 
looked like. Most people wouldn’t even 
know it existed.
   The house itself was almost untouched 
over the years because it had had few 
owners. All the original woodwork and 
stained glass were in pristine condition. 
It just needed its beautiful porch.
Paul Denys says he’ll never run across 
anything like it again.

The old photo of the porch seemed 
to step out of time. Paul Denys of 
Denys Builds Designs looked at it. 
He studied it. He peered at it with 
a magnifying glass. And then, bit by 
precise bit, he re-created it, exactly 
as it was.

FREE ESTIMATES  
24 HOUR EMERGENCY 

SERVICE

860 Boyd Avenue

613-798-4444 
Fax: 613-798-2187
www.garagedoors-d irect .com

since
1997

Your GARAGE DOOR 
and OPERATOR Supplier

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

All makes of garage doors,  automatic operators, security gates, 
retractable awnings and automatic handicap access doors
All makes of garage doors,  automatic operators, security gates, 
retractable awnings and automatic handicap access doors
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• Hardwood
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• Custom Siding
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General Repairs and Renovations is 
a local company providing a level of 
quality second to none. 
Our trademark is honesty, integrity     
and respect combined with clear 
communication and after-sales 
service.

Quality is our promise to you.

   “Who else would have a photo in such 
detail of a unique and ornate porch [taken 
more than 100 years ago]?” he asks. “It 
was very, very rare.”
   Denys took it on and created an exact 
replica of the porch that Alphonse  Ro-
chon carved when he bought his house in 
1898. 
   Alphonse and his father, Fliven Rochon, 
were renowned woodcarvers of the time. 
You can still see their exquisite work 
at the parliament buildings and in the 
Basilica of Notre Dame, just across from 
the house. 
   But the design of the porch (or at least 
the design influence) may be to the credit 
of Canon Georges Bouillon, a priest-
architect whose architectural decoration 
of the late 1800s graces the Basilica and 
other remarkable works throughout Ot-
tawa and Gatineau-Hull. 
   According to Michel Prévost, Chief 
Archivist at the University of Ottawa 
and president of the Historical Society 
of Ottawa, Canon Bouillon travelled 
extensively in Europe, Turkey, Palestine, 
Morocco and Algeria to study Christian 
monuments (see article by M. Prevost, 
www.histoirequebec.qc.ca). This proba-
bly accounts for Canon Bouillon’s unique 
designs, including the Rochon House 

porch. 
   The structure was re-created in stages 
starting in 2000 with the porch itself. 
About five years later the starburst went 
on top with a cresting (small decorative 
metal fence) along the parapet edge. 
In another four or five years, the deep-
bracketed cornice went up. And finally, 
in 2010, Denys capped off the cornice 
and erected the flagpole on a carved stand 
precisely like the original.
   Denys had some idea of the history of 
the house, but he needed to know more. 
Even though the picture was clear and 
precise, you can’t look around corners 
in a photograph; there were parts no one 
could see. 
  Denys and Bergeron did some in-depth 
studying of heritage structures and of the 
work of Alphonse Rochon. They went 
looking for similar porches in Perth, 
Smiths Falls and Montreal – but none 
were like this. 
   And so Denys used the photo – up 
close, magnified. He studied it, an intri-
cate puzzle, and tried to understand the 
proportions. Finally, he created drawings 
to scale. He held his breath, hoping the 
proportions would work. They did. He 
had created an exact replica.
   There were many challenges along the 
way. Thousands of pieces of wood had to 

be hand-crafted. Denys had to find ex-
actly the right materials. And there was 
the lengthy process of getting permits 
and approval from the City of Ottawa. 
Because it is designated a heritage 
property, all work had to be approved by 
the Heritage Advisory Committee in ac-
cordance with the Ontario Heritage Act. 
The porch had to be brought up to code 
with a handrail, so Denys built it from 
glass and stainless steel. It’s there for 
safety, but you hardly notice it. 
   The house with the extraordinary 
porch, itself a work of art, is now Galerie 
D’art Jean-Claude-Bergeron (www.
galeriejeanclaudebergeron.ca ) and a 
memorable landmark at the heart of 
Ottawa, just on the edge of the Byward 
Market. 
   It was a project of a lifetime for Paul 
Denys, who says restoration (which he 
loves) is less than 1 per cent of construc-
tion work and a treasure from that stand-
point alone. But to be able to re-create 
history so exactly?

“it was one of those rare 

oPPortunities that may never 

come in a lifetime,” he says. “i 

Doubt that i’ll ever exPerience 

such a thing again.” 

Beautiful 
ghost comes 
to life
continued

m


